
  The latest and greatest company and industry news from L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. 

Nearly one dozen engineering 

firms have utilized SERT over 50 

different times in 2011 alone. 

SERT offers a plethora of ser-

vices, ranging from back filling to 

compaction grouting to under-

pinning, among other needs. 

In those rare occurrences, engi-

neers can breath a sigh of relief 

knowing that when a drop out 

appears, L.R.E. is near.  

òRimkus Consulting Group has 

used SERT on multiple occasions 

due to the development of cover 

collapse features, òsaid senior 

consultant Michael Powell, P.E. 

òSERT has proved to be ex-

tremely fast and reliable, while at 

a reasonable cost. Having readily 

available resources 24 hours a 

day has fulfilled a crucial need in 

the work product we provide.ó 

While itõs not considered a com-

mon occurrence, sudden drop 

outs happen more frequently 

than most people realize.  

In fact, the number of drop outs 

occurring in Florida, particularly 

the Tampa Bay area, were 

tracked closely by L.R.E. Ground 

Services, Inc. in 2009.  

Tracking these occurrences was 

easy to do. After all, L.R.E. was 

contacted by most engineering 

firms when emergency drop outs 

occurred in hopes of having  

L.R.E. stabilize the hole, which 

would allow testing to resume. 

The demand for these services 

inspired L.R.E. to launch a new 

division ñ the Sinkhole Emer-

gency Response Team (SERT) in 

2010. It has taken off quickly. 

òWe realized homeowners, engi-

neers and insurance companies 

had a need for SERT,ó said L.R.E. 

general manager Frank Vitale. 

òSERT is especially needed during 

the rainy season. Weõre blessed 

to have the equipment, 100-plus 

team members and over 20 

crews ready to mobilize any-

where in Florida within a few 

minutes or hours.ó 

 

Team members Frank Vitale, Jesse 

Miller and Jimmy Myers head up the 

L.R.E. SERT program.  

LREõs SERT Services in High Demand 
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Some L.R.E. team members came 

dressed to impress on Halloween.  

L.R.E. invited its team members 

on two fishing trips in October.  

Rosemary and Ray Woolever with 

L.R.E.õs newest addition -  Exon.  

Follow L.R.E. on:  
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Halloween came 
early ,and in the 

form of a trick, not 
a treat, for an 80-
year old man who 
fell into an 8-foot 

sinkhole in his own 
lawn in New York. 

L.R.E. field supervisor 

Victor Feely, grouting 

foreman Joe Aragona 

and project represen-

tative Rob Probus 

helped homeowner 

Katy Moreno.  

Around the Web  

Fixing Your Foundation 

Homeowner Helped 
Like many homeowners, Katy 

Moreno of Plant City wasnõt 

sure what to expect when it 

came to having the sinkhole on 

her property repaired.  

Once she received her com-

pleted engineering report, Katy 

dove right into the process of 

looking for a foundation con-

tractor she could trust to 

properly repair the sinkhole on 

her property and protect her 

home. 

When the sinkhole repair 

process is complete and the 

cosmetic work is carried out, 

most homeowners are ready 

to move on with their lives. 

No one can blame them as it 

can be a long and stressful 

process. 

But Katy was so impressed 

with the repair performed by 

L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. 

that she felt compelled to 

share her feedback with the 

Brooksville-based company. 

òNot knowing what to expect I 

was blown away by L.R.E.õs 

staff, from Rob Probus to Vic-

tor Feely to Joe Aragona and 

Team L.R.E. All handled our 

home ground stabilization 

project with the utmost pro-

fessionalism and care. 

òI chose L.R.E. Ground Ser-

vices because of not only the 

references, but because I was 

provided with a lot of informa-

tion that proved to be helpful 

during this endeavor. Please 

feel free to use me as your 

number one reference.ó 

problems for a residential or 

commercial structure.  

One of those services is Shal-

low Chemical Grout, which is 

used to improve shallow soil 

capacities and strengths. It can 

be completed using two differ-

ent types of urethane resins. 

The first is a two-part resin 

Most geotechnical engineers 

will tell you that compaction 

grouting is the only remedy for 

a true sinkhole issue. 

However, sometimes an engi-

neer will recommend compac-

tion grouting along with other 

services in an effort to address 

the underlying subsidence 

that expands to compact the 

underlying soils. The second is 

a single component resin that 

permeates the soil, reacting 

with the moisture in the sur-

rounding soils to strengthen 

the treated areas.  

Visit LREGSI.com for more 

info on chemical grouting. 

to the Oceanside home. 

Ciron, who was wearing slip-

pers, found himself stuck in 

wet, shifting sand. òIt was scary 

down there,ó he said. 

By the time rescuers arrived, 

Ciron had managed to pull 

himself up so that his head was 

above ground. The fire depart-

ment pulled him out of the 

sinkhole with a web harness.  

Ciron believes the cause of the 

sinkhole may have been an old 

well or cesspoll. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: NBCNewYork.com 

New York - An 80-year old man 

who went out to get his morn-

ing newspaper on Oct. 30 fell 

into an 8-foot sinkhole that 

opened up in his lawn. 

Michael Ciron was not seri-

ously injured in the ordeal, and 

even boasted that he managed 

to hang onto the papers. He 

yelled for his daughter, who 

woke up and came to his aid 

by calling police and firefighters 

Chemical grout is used to 

improve shallow soil ca-

pacities and strengths.  
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L.R.E. Supports the Troops!  

The Support the Troops Golf 

Tournament was held in Tampa on 

Sept. 16. L.R.E. was proud to once 

again be a hole sponsor at Emerald 

Greens Golf Course for the event. 

This tournament was particularly 

special to be part of just five days 

after the 10-year anniversary of 

the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.  

ôTis the Season to Donate 

L.R.E. would like to thank its gen-

erous team members for their 

contributions to charity organiza-

tions we support such as Gifts 

from Home and the Salvation 

Army. With our employeesõ help, 

L.R.E. raised hundreds of dollars 

for the Ronald McDonald House 

in the weeks leading up to the 

holiday season. Thank you! 

Zamora Receives Promotion  

Mike Zamora was recently pro-

moted to field supervisor. He 

oversees the work of the field 

crew members he worked with. 

Bailey Joins L.R.E. Team  

The L.R.E. Construction and Res-

toration division added David Bai-

ley to the team in Oct. David, who 

is very experienced in construc-

tion, is a project supervisor.  

Mendia Lands New Role  

In late-October, Eliberto Mendia 

brought nearly seven years of field 

experience to his new position ñ 

purchasing agent/inventory man-

ager. He previously served as an 

underpinning foreman with L.R.E.. 

Welcome Aboard, Melissa!  

The friendly voice you hear on the 

phone when you call L.R.E. likely is 

Melissa Hann, who became our 

new receptionist in September.  

Eddie Fagin      01/23 

Mark Letendre      01/26 

Thomas Skiles      01/27 

Rob Probus      01/30 

Jeffery Vonberg      01/30 

Giuseppe Pennello      01/31 

Keith Delgado      02/03 

Travis Trieber      02/05 

Ryan Pride       02/07 

Jennifer Harris      02/14 

Darle Canova      02/16 

Fed Fancois      02/23 

Michael Zamora      02/27 

Kenneth Dixon      02/28 

 

 

L.R.E. Birthdays  
Eliberto Mendia      12/14 

Jackie Rogers      12/16 

Johnny Batten      12/18 

Andrea LaDuron      12/22 

Terry Edwards      12/23 

Bobby King      12/25 

Adam Cremin      12/29 

Glenn Higginbotham      12/29 

Derrick Fagin      01/01 

Joseph Slocum      01/05 

Edwin Quinones      01/08 

Raymond Woolever      01/11 

Chris Coburn      01/13 

Manuel Quizhpe      01/14 

Jonothan Mitchell      01/16 

David Morrill      01/19 

L.R.E. Anniversaries  
Raymond Woolever   23 

Susan Woolever   23 

Allen òBruceó Daniels   12 

Carl Hamm   12 

Joseph Aragona   10  

Gary Carr          9  

Chris Fessler    9 

Frank Vitale     8 

Victor Feely    7 

Juan Zamora    5  

Terry Edwards    4 

Chris Kawa    4  

David Smith    4  

Kevin Fagin    3 

Glenn Higginbotham    3 

Luis Perez                    2 

L.R.E. team members posed for a 

picture with a military helicopter 

pilot in Tampa on Sept. 16.  

Announcements 

Top Drillers  

September 

Mike Johnson 

8,220 linear feet 

 

August 

Mike Johnson 

10,856 linear feet 

 

July 

Mike Johnson 

10,292 linear feet 

Top Grouters  

September 

Tyler Harman 

815 cubic yards 

 

August 

Chris Millet 

872 cubic yards 

 

July 

Mike Skiles 

867 cubic yards 

 

Top Underpinner  

July thru Sept. - 2011 

Ed Lagness 

140 underpins 

 

Top Sales  

July thru Sept. - 2011 

Rob Probus 

30 signed contracts 

 

L.R.E.õs Top 

Performers 
Quarter 3 - 2011 

LRE has completed nearly 

4,000 projects in 22 years! 

Thomas Dahl            1 

Kenneth Dixon            1 

Team member Eliberto Mendia 

was promoted to purchasing 

agent/inventory manager in Oct.  

Mike Zamora was promoted to 

field supervisor in October.  

Dave Bailey joined L.R.E. in Oct.  

Team member Melissa Hann.  

Congratulations to Sue King, 

who received the Rising Star 

award in September just 2 

months before celebrating 

her 10 -year anniversary with 

L.R.E Ground Services, Inc.  


