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premier foundation contractor in 

Florida and one of the best com-

panies I ever worked for.ó 

As an administrative assistant, 

Watson has handled several re-

sponsibilities, including the L.R.E. 

medical plan as well as research 

on upcoming projects. 

Watson also served as a key 

ambassador for the Florida Asso-

ciation of Sinkhole Stabilization 

Specialists (FAS3). Watching FAS3 

grow in influence and respect in 

the industry, and establish an 

affordable medical plan for L.R.E., 

are the two feats Watson is 

proud of most. 

In retirement, Watson plans to 

travel with his wife. He will also 

remain involved with L.R.E. and 

FAS3 in a limited capacity.  

John Watson has practically wit-

nessed L.R.E. Ground Services, 

Inc.õs climb to the top firsthand. 

He has, after all, been with L.R.E. 

since 2004.  

Since then, L.R.E., which was 

formed in 1989, has more than 

doubled its staff and crews, es-

tablishing itself as the largest 

foundation contractor in Florida. 

L.R.E. employs over 100 full-time 

employees, but the team will 

sadly lose a key member when 

Watson officially retires in March 

after seven years of service.  

òJohn and I go back 35 years. 

Heõs proven to be a valuable 

asset and will be missed,ó said 

L.R.E. CEO Raymond Woolever. 

òHowever, the strong friendship 

we have formed will go on.ó 

Itõs been an interesting journey 

for Watson, who worked for six 

different companies in the health 

insurance and data processing 

industries before making a drastic 

career change with L.R.E. 

òThis was the biggest learning 

curve, but I have no regrets,ó 

Watson said. òWe have a solid 

team, solid training and state-of-

the-art equipment. L.R.E. is the 

There is a large discussion taking 

place in Tallahassee about sink-

hole insurance. What the legisla-

tion comes up with in the next 

session will affect the sinkhole 

repair business greatly.  

FAS3 is an active participant in all 

of the discussions to-date and 

will continue to monitor them. 

There are a range of topics being 

discussed; the main ones being 

whether the insurance companies 

be allowed to not offer sinkhole 

insurance, and the definition of 

structural damage. Elimination of 

fraud and frivolous claims is also a 

high priority.  A few goals FAS3 

would like to see obtained are: 

 

1. If a claim is filed and sinkhole is 

confirmed, a repair is required. 

2. All sinkhole investigations & 

repairs require permitting. 

3. The state certifies a foundation 

contractor as a specialist.  

John Watson has been with L.R.E. 

Ground Services, Inc. since 2004.  
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S p e c i a l  p o i n t s  

o f  i n t e r e s t : 

¶ L.R.E. has 

moved into its 

new building in 

Brooksville 

¶ Change is the 

theme in 2011 

¶ 200-pound dog 

rescued from 

sinkhole 

¶ Case study on 

the ISB-07 

shows savings 

¶ Homeowner 

thrilled with 

L.R.E.õs repair 

on his home 
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òThe dog, 
named Cedric, 

fell into a 
sinkhole 20 feet 
deep and three 
feet wide in the 

backyard of a 
home.ó 

Busch Gardens hired 

L.R.E. Ground Ser-

vices, Inc. to seal off a 

trench that a new 

roller coaster ride is 

designed to pass 

through.  

Around the Web  

Fixing Your Foundation 

L.R.E. in the Community 
L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. 

prides itself on being actively 

involved in the community. 

Whether itõs a monetary dona-

tion or hole sponsorship at a 

golf tournament, L.R.E. does its 

best to give back. That state-

ment holds true for 2011. The 

year is early, but L.R.E. has 

been active in the community.  

L.R.E. secured a premium hole 

sponsorship at the Timber 

Pines òHave a Heart for Char-

ityó Golf Tournament, which 

was held Feb. 13. L.R.E. grilled 

brats for the golfers and sup-

plied the residents with drinks 

and promotional items. The 

net proceeds benefited Pasco 

Hernando Hospice. 

L.R.E. also secured the food 

sponsorship at the HSA Engi-

neers and Scientists 2011 Mini-

Golf Charity Fundraiser, bene-

fiting Give Kids the World. 

The inaugural event was held 

in Orlando on Feb. 17.  

On a related note, Busch Gar-

dens hired L.R.E. to seal off a 

trench designed for one of its 

new roller coasters to ride 

through. The project, which 

began in February, took only a 

few weeks for L.R.E. Ground 

Services, Inc. to complete. 

tion contractor like L.R.E. 

Ground Services, Inc., the one 

most commonly used to fix a 

sinkhole is compaction grout-

ing, according to the vast ma-

jority of geological engineers.  

Compaction grouting, also 

known as soil stabilization, is 

done by drilling grout injection 

In this industry, we hear the 

term òsinkholeó quite often, 

especially in Florida. But the 

average homeowner doesnõt 

know much about the process 

that is used to remedy a sink-

hole or subsidence issue. 

While there are several ser-

vices performed by a founda-

points and pumping cement 

into the ground through steel 

casing under high pressure to 

seal the limestone and com-

pact soils.  

How much grout is needed to 

repair a sinkhole depends on 

the engineer of recordõs test 

results and recommendations. 

Obispo Countyõs Technical 

Rescue Team and fire crews 

were called to the home.  

A rescuer was lowered into a 

hole, and put a harness on the 

dog. Crews then hoisted the 

animal to safety.  

The dogõs owner told authori-

ties that the sinkhole occurred 

at a spot where there used to 

be a concrete well. A veteri-

narian was on the scene and 

the 6-year-old dog was miracu-

lously unharmed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Source: KTLA.com 

San Luis Obispo, CA ð Rescue 

workers pulled a 200-pound 

English Mastiff dog to safety 

early on the morning of Satur-

day, Jan. 8 after the animal fell 

into a huge backyard sinkhole.  

The dog, named Cedric, fell 

into a sinkhole about 20 feet 

deep and three feet wide in 

the backyard of a home in the 

Nipoma area just before 9:00 

p.m. that Friday night. San Luis 

Compaction grouting is 

performed by pumping 

cement into the ground 

through steel casing under 

high pressure.  

T h e  I n s i d e  D i r t  

L.R.E. team members Dave 

Morrill, Rob Probus, Jerry 

Saul and others grilled brats 

at the Timber Pines event.  
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L.R.E. Supports Family Mem-

bers in the Military  

L.R.E. is a huge advocate of the 

military, especially the brave men 

and women that are family mem-

bers of L.R.E.õs team members. 

Our plan is to feature one L.R.E. 

military family member in our 

newsletter each quarter.   

Meet SPC Jacob Grey, who is the 

son of L.R.E. sales manager Paul 

Grey. Jacob is currently stationed 

overseas in Afghanistan. We are all 

hopeful that Jacob will return 

home sometime this year.  

Jacobõs bravery and contributions 

to our country are appreciated. 

On behalf of the entire L.R.E. 

Ground Services, Inc. family, thank 

you for defending our freedom. 

Congrats, Dawn Hendrickson!  

L.R.E. team member Dawn Hen-

drickson was promoted in Febru-

ary, moving from her receptionist 

post to our Call Center. 

Welcome Aboard, Kenny!  

Kenny Dixon is one of L.R.E.õs 

newest team members, having 

joined the company in January. 

Kenny serves as an assistant to 

L.R.E. CEO Raymond Woolever.  

 

Quarterly Meeting is April 1  

The next L.R.E. Ground Services 

quarterly meeting is scheduled for 

April 1. The meeting, which is the 

first at L.R.E.õs new building, will 

feature awards, food and games. 

 

Congrats, Jimmy Myers!  

L.R.E. team member Jimmy Myers 

was promoted from a compaction 

grouting field tech to a project 

coordinator in late-September. . 

Matt Burkhart   4/13 
Richard Werner   4/15 
John Baumstark   4/18 
Thomas Dahl   4/22 
Ted Bartucci   4/27 

Joseph Dubriel    5/7 
Richard Daniels    5/9 
Sue King      5/16 
Jeremy Butters   5/17 
Chris Sanders        5/19 

Travis Fields   5/25 
 
 
 

L.R.E. Birthdays  
Allen Daniels      3/1 

Frank Vitale      3/3 
Gary Carr     3/11 
Michael Steed     3/12 
John Hernandez     3/18 
Adam Crace     3/20 
Jerry Mooney     3/27 

Chris Kawa     3/29 
Daniel Stanley     3/30 
Carl Hamm      4/1 
Lauren Golden      4/2 
Joseph Aragona      4/5 

Dan Wattenbarger   4/8 
Susan Woolever      4/8 

L.R.E. Anniversaries  
Darle Canova      13 
Shawn McGrantham  11 
Dan Wattenbarger    9 

William Nemec       9 
James Bon       8 
David Morrill       8 
John Watson       7 
Johnny Preston        4 

John Mitchell       4 
 
 

SPC Jacob Grey is currently sta-

tioned overseas in Afghanistan.  

Announcements 

Top Drillers  

December 

Lane Clark 

9,809 linear feet 

 

November 

Mike Johnson 

10,261 linear feet 

 

October  

Mike Johnson 

11,416 linear feet 

Top Grouters  

December 

Mike Zamora 

939 cubic yards 

 

November 

Tyler Harman 

750 cubic yards 

 

October  

Mike Skiles 

824.6 cubic yards 

 

Top Underpinner  

Oct. thru Dec. 2010 

Ed Lagness 

204 underpins 

 

Top Sales  

Oct. thru Dec. 2010 

David Morrill 

34 signed contracts 

 

L.R.E.õs Top 

Performers 
Quarter 4 - 2010 

LRE has helped over 3,500 

homeowners in 22 years! 

Jackie Rogers           3 
Jesse Miller           3 
Jeremy Sieber           1 
James Flynn           1 
Scott Higgins           1 

 

Frank Vitale (left) and Bobby 

King will serve food to the 

entire L.R.E. team on April 1.  

Dawn Hendrickson was promoted  

to Call Center Rep in February.  

Team member Kenny Dixon.  

Team member Jimmy Myers.  


