
  The latest and greatest company and industry news from L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. 

Saul, who is married 29 years and 

has a 23-year-old daughter, 

jumped at the opportunity to 

head up L.R.E.õs construction and 

restoration division. 

òL.R.E. is offering the full service 

operation to accommodate the 

homeowners and insurance com-

panies we work with,ó said Saul. 

òThey are utilizing our workman-

ship, and see value in our high 

morals and ethics. Simply put, 

our goal is to offer a better prod-

uct and service in the industry.ó 

Clean, competitive, ethical, ex-

perienced and qualified are 

words often used to describe 

L.R.E. as a foundation contractor. 

Now homeowners and insurers 

can add two more to L.R.E.õs 

credentials ñ òconstructionó and 

òrestorationó services.  

After years of contemplation and 

months of preparation, L.R.E. 

Ground Services, Inc. launched 

its construction/restoration divi-

sion in April, and itõs been gaining 

a lot of momentum since then. 

L.R.E. has specialized in founda-

tion stabilization and sinkhole 

repair since 1989, but the com-

pany of over 100 full-time team 

members possesses the skill set, 

credentials and licenses to offer 

construction and restoration 

services as well, making L.R.E. a 

desirable òone-stop shopó for 

homeowners and commercial 

property owners.  

òHomeowners have been asking 

us if we offer restoration services 

for years,ó said L.R.E. executive 

vice president Darle Canova.  

òWe discussed it, but werenõt 

going to do it unless we could do 

it right. We made a commitment 

to unveiling our construction/

restoration division in 2011.ó 

L.R.E.õs commitment to òmaking 

homeowners whole again é 

from start to finish,ó started with 

adding Jerry Saul to the team. 

Saul has worked in restoration 

for eight years and been a certi-

fied building contractor for five. 

Citizens, a state-run property 

insurer, recently held a vote to 

increase sinkhole insurance pre-

miums by more than 2,000 per-

cent in some parts of the Tampa 

Bay area, and an average of more 

than 400 percent across the 

state, according to multiple 

newspaper and TV reports. 

The Florida Legislature recently 

lifted a 10 percent rate increase 

on sinkhole premiums as part of 

property insurance reform signed 

into law on May 17.  

With the rate hike approved by 

Citizens, homeowners in Pasco 

and Hernando Counties are star-

ing at annual sinkhole insurance 

rates between $4,000 to $6,000. 

Itõs unclear whether the State 

Office of Insurance Regulation 

will approve the rate increase for 

Citizens, which is averaging 

nearly 500 sinkhole claims per 

month. 

Jerry Saul is heading up L.R.E.õs 

construction/restoration division.  

Restoration Division is Underway at L.R.E.  
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òI thank the Lord,ó 
said Virginia 

Crawford. òWe 
are just glad this 
didnõt happen at 

night and we were 
able to get out.ó 

L.R.E. grouting fore-

man Mike Zamora 

and drilling foreman 

Mike Johnson drew 

the praise of Bert and 

Karen Cook of 

DeBary, Florida.  

Around the Web  

Fixing Your Foundation 

Homeowner Helped 
L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. 

has completed nearly 4,000 

residential and commercial 

projects since 1989.  

The Brooksville-based founda-

tion repair company strives for 

perfection, and achieves it 

more often than not, evi-

denced by the hundreds of 

referrals L.R.E. has received 

over the past year alone. 

In addition to carrying out an 

efficient repair based on the 

engineering firmõs recommen-

dations, L.R.E.õs goal is to make 

the sinkhole repair process as 

painless as possible. That 

means constant communica-

tion and keeping a clean work-

site on a consistent basis.  

According to homeowners 

Bert and Karen Cook of 

DeBary, Florida, L.R.E. ex-

ceeded their expectations. 

òWe are very pleased that we 

chose L.R.E. to do the sinkhole 

repairs on our property,ó the 

Cooks wrote in a letter to 

L.R.E.. òThe start schedule was 

very critical for us and L.R.E. 

adjusted its schedule to meet 

our needs.  

òBoth the drilling and grouting 

crews (Mike Zamora and Mike 

Johnson) were very profes-

sional and kept us informed. At 

the end of the day the clean-up 

was terrific! Our neighbors 

were impressed by how neat 

our yard looked each evening. 

Thanks for the quick and clean 

work. We would recommend 

you to our friends/neighbors.ó 

Helical Piers will permanently 

stabilize a foundation and pro-

vide an opportunity to lift the 

foundation back to level .  

Rugged steel piers are me-

chanically screwed into the soil 

using small construction equip-

ment or hand equipment. The 

piers are installed to appropri-

Settling problems can be asso-

ciated with existing structures, 

but L.R.E. Ground Services, 

Inc. specializes in pre-

construction projects as well. 

The Helical Pier System from 

Foundation Supportworks is 

one that can be used for pre-

construction projects or on 

existing structures.  

ate depths and capacities, pre-

venting any settlement.  

Heavy-duty steel brackets are 

connected to the piers and 

attached to the footing. The 

weight of the structure is then 

transferred from unstable soils, 

through the piers, to compe-

tent soils or limestone.  

sinkhole testing. L.R.E. Ground 

Servicesõ Sinkhole Emergency 

Response Team was hired to 

perform an emergency repair 

until a third sinkhole opened in 

the street in front of the 

house. It measured 50 feet 

deep. The City of Tarpon 

Springs closed it off for repair. 

òI thank the Lord,ó said Vir-

ginia Crawford. òWe are just 

glad this didnõt happen at night 

and we were able to get out.ó 

The home was eventually con-

demned by officials. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: St. Petersburg Times 

Tarpon Springs - Nathaniel and 

Virginia Crawfordõs home, 

originally built in 1957, was 

deemed uninhabitable after 

two big sinkholes opened up in 

the Crawfordõs backyard on 

Fatherõs Day weekend.  

A concrete shed in their back-

yard fell into one of the holes. 

Luckily, the home did not. The 

couple was evacuated from the 

home, which was undergoing 

Pre-construction Helical 

Piers are one of many 

products installed by L.R.E. 

Ground Services, Inc.   

T h e  I n s i d e  D i r t  



 

L.R.E. News  
P a g e  3  V o l u m e  6 ,  I s s u e  3  

L.R.E. Team Members Raise 

Money for Gifts from Home!  

During its Quarterly Meeting in 

July, L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. 

encouraged team members to 

donate any funds they could to 

Gifts from Home. L.R.E. has sup-

ported this military-related cause 

for years, and the company clearly 

had the support of its teams mem-

bers again.  

Thanks to our team membersõ 

donations in July, L.R.E. was able 

to make a donation of $1,453 to 

Gifts from Home. This money will 

help pay for several months of 

postage for the Gifts from Home 

organization. L.R.E. will continue 

to raise money for Gifts from 

Home as we approach another 

Quarterly Meeting and Christmas. 

LaDuron Moves to H.R.  

L.R.E. team member Andrea La-

Duron moved from the Produc-

tion Dept. to Human Resources in 

May. Congratulations, Andrea! 

Congratulations, Sue King!  

Team member Sue King was re-

cently promoted to Office Man-

ager. Sue will have been with 

L.R.E. 10 years in November. Con-

gratulations, Sue!  

L.R.E. Dodgeball Champs!  

The first-ever L.R.E. Dodgeball 

tournament was held during the 

Quarterly Meeting in July. The 

team pictured above emerged as 

the champions during the single-

elimination tournament. Kudos! 

Welcome Aboard, Amanda!  

Amanda Savoie is L.R.E.õs new 

administrative assistant. Amanda 

will work in the restoration dept. 

Welcome to L.R.E., Amanda! 

Jeffrey Morgan   10/15 

Matthew Ray   10/18 

David K. Smith   10/19 

Ed Jackson      10/21 

Richard Bruns   10/25 

William Nemec   10/28 

Scott Higgins   11/2 

Michael Skiles   11/2 

Shawn Willis   11/6 

Johnnie Hudson   11/18 

Derek Penkava   11/23 

Luis Perez      11/30 

 

L.R.E. Anniversaries  
Bobby King   10 

Richard Werner   10 

Sue King    10 

L.R.E. Birthdays  
Richard Myers      9/3 

Lane Clark            9/4 

Johnny Preston      9/5 

Chris Williams      9/13 

Mike Carter      9/18 

Bradley Nunn      9/24 

Mike Johnson      9/28 

Rachel Vitale      9/28 

Rosemary Woolever      9/28 

Paul Grey            9/30 

James Flynn      10/5 

Jerry Saul            10/5 

Joe Brown Jr.      10/6 

William Brownell      10/9 

Sarah Steen      10/9 

Jesse Hill        10/14 

Paul Grey       9  

Michael Steed      9  

Johnny Batten      9 

Rachel Vitale       8 

Chris Williams      7  

Berto Mendia      7 

Chris Sanders      6  

Chris Millett      5  

Brad Nunn       4 

Jennifer Harris      4 

Fed Francois      4 

Ryan Pride       4 

Jason MacDonald      4  

David L. Smith      4 

Tyler Harman                 4 

Lane Clark       3 

Matt Bryant      3  

L.R.E. supported the troops during 

its Quarterly Meeting in July.  

Announcements 

Top Drillers  

June 

Mike Johnson 

7,797 linear feet 

 

May  

Mike Johnson 

11,656 linear feet 

 

April  

Lane Clark 

9,583 linear feet 

Top Grouters  

June 

Eddie Fagan 

1,203.8 cubic yards 

 

May  

Tyler Harman 

860.3 cubic yards 

 

April  

Mike Skiles 

879.2 cubic yards 

 

Top Underpinner  

April thru June  - 2011 

Ed Lagness 

204 underpins 

 

Top Sales  

April thru June  - 2011 

David Morrill 

*24 signed contracts 

Rob Probus 

*24 signed contracts 

 

* = Tied for lead  

L.R.E.õs Top 

Performers 
Quarter 2- 2011 

LRE has helped nearly 4,000 

homeowners in 22 years! 

Johnnie Hudson            3 

Rob Probus            2 

Anthony Farace            2 

Eddie Fagin            2  

Thomas Skiles                       2  

Shawn Willis            2 

Adam Cremin            2 

Jerry Saul                            1 

 
 

 

Dodgeball Champs! Teammates 

Mike Skiles, Matt Burkhart, Joe 

Aragona  and Tom Skiles.  

Andrea LaDuron is working with 

Bobby King in Human Resources.  

Team member Sue King.  

Team member Amanda Savoie.  



there are over 70, and less than 15 

percent of them have met the criteria 

necessary to qualify for membership 

in the Florida Association of Sinkhole 

Stabilization Specialists (FAS3), an 

organization I founded in 2007 to set 

standards and uphold ethics in the 

sinkhole repair industry, and separate 

the legitimate contractors from the 

fly-by-nights.   

One canõt help but be concerned by 

the sinkhole repair industry in terms 

of the fraudulent activity and incom-

petent foundation contractors that 

have emerged over the past decade. 

In our 22 years in business, L.R.E. has 

successfully carried out nearly 4,000 

projects. While that number is im-

pressive, the number that stands out 

more sometimes is the one that ac-

counts for all of the new foundation 

contractors in this industry, many of 

which are trying to compete without 

the proper credentials, qualifications 

and licenses while illegally offering 

homeowners cash incentives to sign, 

or òfree inspectionsó in an effort to 

play the role of the engineer. 

When we first launched L.R.E., 

roughly a dozen foundation contrac-

tors competed for projects. Today, 

While L.R.E. takes the necessary 

steps to ensure an efficient and clean 

repair, this process isnõt fun for a 

homeowner. I know because Susan 

and I were victims of a sinkhole when 

we owned our home in Crystal River. 

These days, it seems anyone with a 

pickup truck and shovel can claim 

they repair sinkholes. But very few do 

it properly or in an ethical manner. 

Referrals are a huge part of L.R.E.õs 

success. They keep coming, which 

shows that we work the right way. 

The new contractors continue to 

multiply like Gremlins with water, but 

they have a long way to go before 

they earn the trust and respect of 

homeowners, insurance companies 

and engineers, which is what L.R.E. 

has worked so hard to do since 1989. 

   

  - Ray Woolever 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 10263 

Brooksville, FL 34603 

Phone: 1-855-ASK-4-LRE (275-4573) 

Fax: 352-754-4558 

E-mail: info@lregsi.com 

L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. has been providing foun-

dation stabilization repairs for residential and com-

mercial structures for 22 years. Founded by owners 

Ray and Susan Woolever, L.R.E. began business in 

Hernando County in February 1989. What began 

with three employees has grown into an operation 

that currently employs over 100 people. With its 

dedication and hard work, L.R.E. Ground Services has 

established itself as the best remedial foundation sta-

bilization company in Florida, leaving clean worksites 

and helping close to 4,000 homeowners stabilize 

their foundations with compaction grouting, underpin-

ning, pre-construction piers, helical piers, chemical 

grouting and much more. A proud member of FAS3, 

L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. produces top quality re-
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L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. 

Letter from the CEO  

L.R.E. Ground Services, Inc. has com-

pleted nearly 4,000 residential and 

commercial foundation repair projects 

around Florida since 1989.  

Providing a Solid Foundation of Trust 

www.FlaSinkholeRepair.com  


